
SPARCOLUX PAINTS ETCH PRIMER 

INTRODUCTION * Quick drying acid hardening pretreatment primer.

* Upgrades corrosion resistance.
* Widely used in the anti-corrosion fiel d.

* Fast recoating properties.

USES * Ideal pretreatment primer for new steel surfaces and surfaces
which have been sand blasted to Sa2 min.

* Provides an excellent surface for subsequent recoating with
conventional primers, enamels and epoxy tar compounds.

GENERAL  DATA 

Type 
Drying time @ 25°C 

Recoating 
Gloss 
Viscosity 
Specific gravity 
Volume solids 
Weight solids 

Recommended dry 
fiIm thickness 
Spreading rate

PVB/ PHenolic pigmented with zinc chromate 
Surface: 1/2 - 1 hour
Hard: 2 - 4 hours 
2 - 4 hours, or as soon as the film resists Xylol 
Matt 
60 - 90 secs/ BSB4/25P C 
0,96 - 0,98 
17,5 - 18,0% 
30 - 31% 

15 - 25 microns ( 0,5 -  1,0 mils) 

± 8 sq. m/ litre 

COLOUR  RANGE Red, Black 

APPLICATION 

Thinner 
Brush/Equipment  Wash 

Ready for use with a brush. 
For spray application, add 1/4 to 1/2 litre Sparcolux Lacquer Thinner to 5 
litres of paint. Roller application not recommended. Spray application 
preferred. 

Sparcolux Paints Lacquer Thinner 
Sparcolux Paints Lacquer Thinner 
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PROCESS DETA ILS 

Surface Preparat ion 
(a)  SteeI 

(b)  Galvanised iron

Priming 
Steel 

Topcoating 

Practical spreading 
rate 

Surface must be clean and dry before priming. Mill scale and rust 
must be removed to Sa 2 . 
Galvanised iron surfaces, particularly if they are new, should be 
cleaned with Brushwash/ Degreaser. 
Apply one coat in accordance with the film thickness given 
under General Data. 
This primer is not suitable for maintenance painting unless the 
surface has been prepared by abrasive blast. 
The following topcoats have been found to give excellent service 
over this primer : 
(a)   alkyd enamels. 
(b)   epoxy tar  compounds  

5,1 - 10,4 sq.m/ litre will give 15 - 25 microns (0,5 - 1 ,0 mils) dry 
allowing for 25% wastage over the Theoretical Spreading Rate 
( see Genera l Data) . 

SPECIAL NOTES 

Priming Steel Surfaces 

Priming galvanised iron 
surfaces 

Topcoating 
with epoxy tar 
compounds 

Topcoating with 
epox y enamels 

Topcoating with 
chlorinated rubber 
thickcoat paint 

Durability 
< 

This material is purely a pretreatment primer and, when using orthodox
painting syste ms, it should ideally be followed with Sparcolux Zinc 
Chromate Primer, prior to topcoating with Gloss Enamel. 

Forms an excellent alternate to Sparcolux Calcium Plumbate Primer as a 
primer for galvanised iron. For galvanised iron roofs it may give application 
difficulties because of the quick drying properties. Unlike steel surfaces, no 
further primer is required and Sparcolux Gloss Enamel or Sparcolux Roof 
Paint may follow directly. 
Corrosion resistance and rust creep can be considerably improved by using 
this product as a pretreatment primer under epoxy tars. No further  primer is 
required and epoxy tar compounds can follow any time after the film resists 
Xylol ( 2 - 4 hours) . 
Epoxy enamels show discolouration , i.e. the primer bleeds in the presence of 
strong solvents, and are not recommended as topcoats over this pr imer .  

The self weathering properties are directly proportional to the film thickness. 
At the recommended dry film thickness of 15 - 25 microns ( 0,5 - 1,0 miIs) , the 
sel f weathering properties at the coast are poor, and it must be recoated 
within three months. At a film thickness of 25 - 40 microns ( 1,0 - 1,.5 mi Is)  i. e. 
two coats, the Iife of the fiIm can  be extended to 6 - 9 months before topcoating  
is necessary. Under inland conditions, a  dry  film thickness  of  15 - 25 microns 
should give a life of up to 12 months. 

3/ 

These products tend to show suspect adhesion over this primer and are not 
recommended as topcoats . 
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PRECAUTIONS Not designed to withstand natural weathering.  Do not apply over 
rusty unprepared metal surfaces. 

FLASH  POINT 13°C  ( 55° F) 

PACK SIZES 25 litres 
5 litres 
1 Litre 
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